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On Tuesday 19 September 2006 the Africa Aerospace and Defence exhibition opened its doors with an exclusive media 
day for accredited media personnel. The SAAB Gripen test and evaluation team based at TFDC near Bredarsdorp made 
use of the opportunity to unveil South Africa’s latest fighter aircraft, Gripen to the attending media. 
  

 

Swedish Gripens at Ysterplaat prior to the departure to AAD 
2000 

 Named Gripen SA01 and piloted by SAAB test pilot, 
Magnus Ollson, South Africans were finally treated to 
the first public unveiling of what our money had bought.
Under brilliant blue skies the two-tone double seater 
performed a short display as an exclusive first for the 
show. As the aircraft was fitted with advanced test 
instrumentation and currently employed in a test 
program to prove the avionics, the displays over the 
next few days, were kept short without very high g 
manoeuvres.

 

Gripen SA01  

 Somewhat disappointing, this aspect did very little 
damage to the image of the Gripen in South African 
markings as it was subsequently judged the star of the 
show. SAAB attended in full force at the show as it sees 
South Africa as its second home market outside 
Sweden. The SAAF was the first export customer for the 
type. Gripen SA01 on the Tuesday very much set the 
essence of AAD 2006 which will be remembered for the 
very large number of first time unveilings of new 
aircraft and equipment. The Cape Town backdrop 
provided a setting of quality and splendour to the show.

 

Painting presented to the SAAB test team based in SA 

 

Gipen test flight 

 

 During 2006, the largest exhibition of land, sea and air 
vehicles and associated equipment on the African 
continent was presented for the first time in Cape Town, 
South Africa. Visitors to this year’s exhibition which take 
the form of three trade days and two public days 
(including an airshow) experienced the latest in high 
technology not only as static exhibits but also as a fully 

2007/04/25http://newsite.ipmssa.za.org/content/view/242/27/



This year’s show supports the South African Governments’ strategy for strengthening, growing and forging worldwide 
alliances for its domestic aerospace, air transport, maritime, land systems, security and space industries. In all the key 
focus is job creation.  

It was officially opened on Wednesday morning by the South African Defence Minister, Mosiua Lekota and in his 
address highlighted the changing role of the South African National Defence Force from mainly offensive to defensive 
operations. This role change let to South Africa’s involvement on an increasing basis in peacekeeping operations. This 
is a steep learning curve and also highlighted the change needed in specific equipment and policies. For this reason 
the Defence Force will provide clear information on its capabilities, systems equipment and services required in 
future. This will enable the relevant industry to work in partnership with the Defence Force to develop the required 
technology.  

India Defense industry display stand 

fledged airshow on the weekend of 23-24 September 
2006.  No less than 400 exhibits span 11 display halls. 
Apart from the military equipment, the largest number 
of civilian aircraft to feature at AAD was on display. In 
addition to representatives from South Africa’s high 
technology industry, more than 25 countries took part. 
This year, the line-up of international participation also 
included China and India. Unique to AAD 2006 in Cape 
Town was a large exhibition of naval equipment. 

 

Opening ceremony 

 

Flags representing the international visitors 
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 The Kiwit is a backpack-sized, hand-launched UAV that will give the infantryman or Special Forces operator the ability 
to ‘look over that hill’. It will be invaluable in urban operations, where troops need to see what is happening in the 
next street and in close terrain of any kind. It will also be immensely valuable in peace support operations, in which 
small units often have to protect large refugee camps. In that situation a Kiwit will allow the refugee camp and the 
perimeter to be monitored without scattering the few available troops in small, ineffective patrols. The Kiwit requires 
no piloting skills, not even those of a model aircraft enthusiast. It is hand-launched, flies along the course planned by 
the operator using the control unit, and lands automatically on its return. Should the uplink break down, the Kiwit will 

   ATE: 

 

 

Super Hind Mk3 

 Arguably the largest exhibitor at AAD06 was Advanced 
Technologies and Engineering (ATE) with a number of 
unique complete systems and upgrades for land based 
vehicles as well as aircraft. Although exhibited at a 
previous AAD the Super Hind Mk3 also formed part of the 
flying exhibits. The Mk3 feature various upgrades to 
modernise the avionics, targeting systems and weaponry 
to make the Super Hind a modern combat support 
helicopter at a much reduced price. It still retains the 
troop carrying capability of the original Hind. Registered 
as ZU-BOI, the Mk3 was one of the popular flying displays 
at the event. Piloted by Trevor Ralston (ex Rooivalk chief 
test pilot) the display featured pyrotechnics and troop 
deployment. During the ATE media briefing, the chairman, 
Mr. Jean-Marc Pizano announced the signing of an 
important collaboration agreement with the Russian 
industry.

 

Mock-up Super Hind Mk5 

 The agreement is between Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant, 
Rosoboronexport, other leading Russian helicopter 
companies and ATE. It focuses on modernising and 
upgrading Civil Russian helicopters, and on establishing a 
maintenance centre in Johannesburg for those aircraft 
operated in Africa. ATE will develop modernisation and 
upgrade packages for a range of civil Russian helicopters, 
ranging from MI-2, MI-17, MI-34 and the impressive MI-
26. Also announced is the Super Hind Mk IV, which in 
mock-up form made its debut at AAD2006. Through very 
clever engineering this variant of the Hind will feature a 
much reduced cockpit width to afford better visibility to 
the crew, a full glass cockpit, and composite rotor blades –
all at a weight saving of two tonnes. 

 The composite rotor blade was entirely designed, 
engineered and manufactured in South Africa. Other 
impressive exhibits included the complete South African 
mobile artillery system, Denel’s magnificent G6 self-
propelled gun, African Defence System’s artillery 
command system, and the Vulture UAV, which provides 
the aerial observation component of the overall system.

 

 Also on show were the T-72 main battle tank fitted with a 
new fire control system and the  BMP-1 infantry fighting 
vehicle fitted with a remotely operated turret which was  
developed in collaboration with South African partners. 
The experience from the design and development of the 
Vulture Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) for the SA Army 
has led to the development of South Africa’s first mini-
UAV, the “Kiwit”.

 

T72 upgrade 
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automatically fly back to its launch point or to another designated recovery point. It will also do that if the battery 
power begins to fail. When it is necessary to change the flight path, the operator can use the control unit to make the 
necessary changes, taking the Kiwit to where the new object of interest is. 

 

 

Briefed by Trevor Ralston 

 

 ATE is also involved in a youth program to further interest 
and to encourage them to study mathematics and science 
to enable them to take up career opportunities in the 
country’s much needed technical fields. A competition was 
sponsored by ATE where learners had to score above 80% 
in mathematics and science. Vinky Mlimo, a 17 year old 
Grade 12 learner from Ivory Park Secondary School near 
Tembisa was judged the winner with exceptional high 
scores in both subjects. This despite her school starting 
out from humbling beginnings and housed in containers 
made from corrugated iron. Her prize: a 20 minute flight 
in the Super Hind MkIII with her Principal, Mrs. Elsie 
Simbine. Also included were two return tickets to AAD 
2006 to visit the show. She could not contain her 
excitement: “I feel very fortunate to be awarded this 
opportunity. I am very, very excited.” Upon the question if 
she was scared to fly in this monstrous machine she said 
no she could hardly wait. She was also very eager to finish 
school and start her technical studies and would like to 
work in aerospace as she finds it fascinating. ATE has 
been involved with the school for more than two years 
and through their program created awareness in technical 
orientated careers.
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   EMBRAER: 
Based in São José dos Campos, Brazil, Embraer was founded in 1969 as a government initiative and then privatized on 
December 7, 1994. Today Embraer has become one of the largest aircraft manufacturers in the world by focusing on 
specific market segments with high growth potential in commercial, defence, and executive aviation. Their success is 
based upon developing and adapting successful aircraft platforms and thoughtfully introduces new technology 
whenever it creates value by lowering acquisition price, reducing direct operating costs, or delivering higher 
reliability, comfort, and safety. To showcase the company, key aircraft representing the core business was presented 
at AAD2006.  

 

   Adept airmotive: 
 The local aerospace companies have been known 
for years to be very innovative and over the years a 
number of world class products appeared. One 
such a company is Virginia Airport based Adept 
Airmotive. Unveiled at AAD2006 was the latest 
product from company, the local designed and 
manufactured 320hp wide angle V6 engine which 
is set to change the face of general aviation power 
plants of the future. This 130kg power unit 
incorporate unique features that make it possibly 
the most advanced new piston engine in aviation. 
The key element is the layout of 120 degrees in a 
compact design which features high efficiency, 
lightweight, low vibration levels and above all high 
structural integrity to provide the owner with a 
long engine life. This engine is set to be the power 
plant of choice in the aerobatics and 
sport/recreation market. The design team is led by 
Geoff Cronje and although a relative small 
company at the moment they are set for a bright 
future. Interest at the show was overwhelming, 
especially from abroad. 

 

Futuristic engine 

 

 
Legacy 600 

For the business market the Legacy 600 was 
displayed as a static example. Although only 
introduced to the market in 2002, this aircraft of 
the latest high tech design has taken the business 
market by storm. More than 80 have been sold to 
give Embraer a 13.5% market share. 

 

 

 

For the commercial market the EMBRAER 190 is on a 21 
week world demonstration flight to visit 68 cities in 43 
countries on 6 continents. This aircraft was diverted to 
Cape Town and arrived on Thursday 21 November 2006 at 
Ysterplaat. From the moment it arrived it was a show 
stopper due to the short landing the airacraft performed 
upon arrival. Piloted by Capt. Menini, he brought the 
airliner to a halt with relative ease in almost the same 
distance as Gripen SA01 which is known for its short 
landing ability. It was his first landing at a location in 
South Africa. Upon placing the aircraft in the static area, 
the representatives from Embraer were quick to add the 
South African Flag to the map representing the world tour 
on the outside of the aircraft. Fitted with a Honeywell 
cockpit of the latest design this aircraft is marketed not as 
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190 E-Jet 

a commercial regional jet but rather as an airliner for the 
emerging 70 to 110 seat jet powered market. It is called 
the “E-Jet” as it was designed around integral aviation 
principles of Engineering, Efficiency, Ergonomics and 
Economics. Passengers aboard the 190 and its sister 
aircraft enjoy the largest personal screens fitted to any 
airliner at the moment. This system is made by Thales in 
France. 

 

Pilot office 

 

Flags of the world 

EMB 145 AEW C with Table Mountain 

As for the military aviation market Embraer 
showcased the brilliant EMB 145 AEW&C (Airborne 
Early Warning & Control) surveillance aircraft. 
Definitely one of the highlights of AAD2006.  Using 
the beautiful ERJ 145 commercial jet as the base 
platform it was originally developed for SIVAM, the 
Amazon Surveillance Program. This led to a fleet of 
ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance) 
aircraft of which the EMB 145 AEW&C feature the 
most advanced and affordable Airborne Early 
Warning and Control system on the market. 
Although it makes use of the same Ericsson 
Microwave (now part of SAAB) ERIEYE integrated 
sensor system as fitted to the prop driven SAAB 
340, Embraer is confident they have the right 
product for customers who are used to operate jet 
aircraft in the AEW role. It is further fitted with an 
array of ELINT/COMINT antennas, an advanced 
data link and a powerful command & control suite 
to make it perfect for law enforcement, aircraft 
vectoring, and area surveillance and situation 
awareness. So why showcase the aircraft in South 
Africa? Embraer sees the SAAF as a potential 
customer to replace our aging Boeing fleet, fill the 
gap left by the Shackleton and to provide effective 
surveillance facilities for the Soccer World Cup in 
2010.  This aircraft is in service with Brazil, Greece 
and Mexico.  

 
Replacement for the Shackleton 

 

Demonstration flight for the SAAF 
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Corporate Jets: 
AAD2006 will long be remembered for the large number of corporate jets on display. The attending figure made up 
the largest exhibition of static aircraft at any AAD thus far. Reason? As more and more companies both locally and 
internationally use South Africa as a spring board for ventures into Africa the services offered by commercial airlines 
are not always viable. This is due to the vast area and in most cases the company concern is not located close to a city 
which is serviced by the airliners. Some have pointed out it takes them around two weeks to visit their operations in 
Africa and with their own aircraft this could be reduced to a maximum of three days. A great pleasure to most was the 
attendance of Dassault with their impressive Falcon 900EX EASy jet which is fitted with a HUD for the pilot in an 
addition to the all glass cockpit. Although they did not expect to sell any of the EASy jets due to affordability, the 
interest was certainly there. Many of the jets like the Bombardier Global 5000, the Raytheon Hawker 850XP, Cessna 
Citation CJ2+ and Embraer Legacy 600 made their public debut in Africa or at AAD. The Global 5000 was on 14 day 
African tour to showcase the type to potential customers. However the Bombardier Learjet 60 which is locally 
represented by Execujet caused a sensation amongst the attendees to the show.  On Thursday 21 September 2006 a 
Learjet 60 took off from Ysterplaat for a new time over distance record between Cape Town and Johannesburg. 
Climbing to 37 000 feet for the attempt the record was set at 2 hours, 59 minutes and 59 seconds and verified 
utilising two independent GPS systems. There was no landing in Johannesburg, as it was a turn around flight.   

 

Falcon 900 EASy 

 

Falcon 900 EASy 

 

Record breaker Learjet 60 

 

Citation 

 

Bombardier Challenger 300 

 

Bombardier Global 5000 
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Choppers: 
At AAD AugustaWestland handed over the very first delivery of the Grand model to businessman David Mostert – his 
third AugustaWestland helicopter. Also on display was the A109 LUH SAAF no 4006 from the SA Air Force. While the 
latest helicopter from Anglo American Mining, the AW139 in an indigenous colour scheme was on static display 
outside the AugustaWestland display stand. This gave credibility to the statement by AugustaWestland that the 
Italian/United Kingdom concern is the premier supplier of rotorwing aircraft to Africa with 450 examples of all types 
in service throughout the continent. Eurocopter displayed the EC145 in its Africa debut and is marketed as a 
replacement for the Bk117. Other Eurocopter thoroughbreds on display were the EC120B, AS350B3 from the SAPS Air 
Wing, the popular EC135 and the EC130B4 Stylence in VIP configuration. The only other commercial helicopter on 
display was a bright yellow Bell 407 marketed by NAC based at Lanseria. The incredible Rooivalk arrived on Thursday 
afternoon 21 September 2006 and piloted by Barney Fourie who achieved the milestone of 1000 hours on rotary wing 
aircraft in the SAAF while en-route to Cape Town. In typical SAAF tradition the fire fighting vehicle was there to greed 
him with a dose of high pressure water. No 680 which made its public debut while at an airshow was placed on static 
display outside the DENEL display hall. This world class helicopter is on the preferred bidder list to equip Turkey. 
Throughout the week members of 16 Sqdn were seen in business suits as a testament to the professionalism of the 
Squadron.     

 

AugustaWestland Grand 

 

AugustaWestland AW139 

 

AugustaWestland A109 LUH SAAF 

 

 

EC145 

 

EC135 

 

AS350B3 

 

Bell 407 
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Rooivalk arrives 
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Sea component: 

  

  

  The visit to South Africa is three-fold: 

Strengthen the friendship between India and South Africa.  
Take part in AAD 2006.  
Take part in co-operation exercises with the SA Navy. 

 
SAS Isandlwana 

 As Cape Town is a sea front city, the very large harbour 
which house the V&A Waterfront complex, offered AAD 
2006 the opportunity of showcasing actual naval 
vessels. On display under tight security was the latest 
SA Navy frigate the SAS Isandlwana which had been 
commissioned into the SA Navy on 27 July 2006 at a 
ceremony in Durban. The reason for Durban was the 
close proximity of the historic battlefield of Isandlwana 
in the heart of Zululand where 1200 British soldiers 
perished after encountering the Zulu Army. This battle is 
significant due to the opposing forces which took part 
and their efforts against incredible odds. The British 
troops while outnumbered and no defensive position 
stood their ground against an overwhelming force of 
Zulu impis who showed bravery to attack a force armed 
with rifles and artillery.  

 

Head on view 

 

 In contrast to the sleek almost stealthy lines of the 
frigate was the INS Mumbai (D62), the third of the 
Delhi-class destroyers from India. It is named after 
the economic nerve centre of India, built entirely in 
India and was commissioned in 2001. This 6700 ton 
vessel is fully capable of warfare in all three 
dimensions - being surface, sub surface and airborne. 
For the airborne warfare task the vessel carries two 
helicopters, the venerable SeaKing in the offensive 
role and an Alouette III in the liaison and search & 
rescue role. Powered by four gas turbine engines the 
vessel is self sufficient for 15 days to make it blue 
water capable. It is fitted with both Western and 
indigenous sensors from India and has the capability 
to fire anti-ship missiles. This is the second visit by 
the Indian Navy in official capacity to our shores.

 

INS Mumbai 

 
 In command is Capt. R. K. Pattanaik with a crew of 400 
including 40 officers.  This vessel featured in the news 
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Capt. R. K. Pattanaik 

during July 2006 when it participated under a full state 
of readiness in Operation Sukoon. Sukoon was 
subsequently the first naval operation in international 
waters for any modern Indian Navy vessel and resulted 
in the evacuation of its nationals and that of Sri Lanka 
and Nepal who were fleeing from the Israeli–Lebanese 
conflict. A total of 1427 evacuees were transported from 
Lebanon to Cyprus in a three day operation.

  

 

 
 

SeaKing helicopter 
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Land Component: 

The SANDF displayed their latest equipment as static examples in addition to the very large display inside the hall to 
showcase the Rapid Deployment Force and equipment from the Special Forces. This included the new pneumatic R4 
training system as a cost effective training solution which does not require the firing of live ammunition. But the most 
talked about exhibit was the latest main battle tank, named the Olifant Mk2. The Mk1B will not enter production and 
the Mk2 used instead. Also on display was the new electric powered Rooikat Infantry Fighting Vehicle called the 
Combat Vehicle Electric Drive. MAN trucks from Germany also attended as a being on the short list to replace the 
aging SAMIL trucks of the SANDF. The Gecko rapid deployment logistical system from LMT Products proved as popular 
as ever. In service with the Paratrooper Brigade from SA, the latest variant feature rubber type tracks. This is a spin 
off from their Arctic program and is being marketed in the Middle East. Also the Milan anti tank system is being 
integrated on the Gecko. Virtually all armour type vehicles on display were fitted with the latest in sensor technology 
and superior fire power in remote controlled turrets. Displayed on the British Army stand was a remote piloted vehicle 
which proved very effective in counter terrorism to seek out and destroy suspicious packages containing explosive 
devices. DENEL showcased its future land combat vehicle which will be available in four variants as fire support, 
command, missile and mortar to replace the Ratel of the SANDF. Also on display was the Goshawk 350 airborne 
surveillance system which was recently selected by the SA Police Air Wing for airborne observation. This world class 
product was used by the Air Wing on a MBB105 for perimeter security during the week and also streamed live video 
feeds to the DENEL stand.  BAE Systems Land Systems OMC displayed vehicles which can trace their origins to 
legendary vehicles which performed flawlessly in conflicts around the world. The RG31 Mk5 mine protected vehicle 
was displayed for the first time. It is the latest variant of the RG31 which has won several accolades from soldiers 
worldwide for its ability to ensure occupant survivability while sustaining a landmine or IED blast. The iKlwa also 
made its debut as significantly transformed version of the battle proven Ratel infantry combat vehicle. It can also be 
fitted as a series of conversions to provide existing customers with a cost effective opportunity for a more modern and 
effective combat vehicle.      

 

Olifant Mk2 

 

Electro Drive 

 

DENEL Future Land Combat Vehicle  

 

Gecko with trailer 

 

Gecko with rubber tracks 
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Airshow AAD2006: 
The various AAD exhibitions over the years have gained the reputation to stage an airshow of note. Over the years a 
number of unique aircraft featured on the airshow days from various countries e.g. F15E & B1 from the United 
States, F16 from Belgium, Gripen from Sweden, Mirage 2000 from India, Hawk from the United Kingdom amongst 
others. Despite a full flying programme, foreign participation was very low this year. 

  

Most attended to see Gripen in 2 Sqdn markings – South Africa’s latest fighter aircraft in the 2 seater variant. 
Although the display did not include high g manoeuvres due to test instrumentation fitted to the aircraft, the 
Swedish pilot, Magnus Ollson received an overwhelming standing ovation when he taxied back to the static park. 
Ironically the Gripen started its public display debut at Ysterplaat, six years ago. A Gripen two seater (804) and 
single seater (174) from the Swedish Air Force took off from Ysterplaat for the ferry flight to Waterkloof AFB in 
Pretoria to take part in AAD 2000. On Sunday after the last display Magnus Ollson advanced the throttle to return 
the aircraft to TFDC. 

  

  

 Saturday 23 October 2006 saw the Cape Town 
skies in a grey overcast but fortunately no rain. The 
proceedings were opened by a cavalcade which 
featured all emergency and support vehicles in 
case of an incident. To open the show was the 
honour bestowed on a legend in South African 
aviation: the Mirage III CZ, no 800, piloted by a 
legendary pilot in his own right, Glen Warden. 
Although this aircraft is sometimes referred to as 
“Black Widow” those in the know call her simply 
“800”. It is the only CZ still airworthy in the world 
and due to the efforts of Glen Warden, his 
dedicated ground crew and members of SAAF HQ, 
still performs at airshows on the odd occasion. 
Although the SAAF is currently ushering in a new 
era with the Gripen, the Mirage IIIs pioneered high 
speed jet flight with accompanying modern fighter 
techniques in its heyday. This opening sequence 
was called “Wake-up Cape Town, it is airshow 
time!” And it worked by mid day the traffic was 
backed up between 5-6 kms with the car park filled 
to capacity. People were advised on most radio 
stations to alternative parking areas and access 
routes. According to Brian Emmines this was the 
largest crowd seen in all the years of airshows at 
Ysterplaat. It is estimated a minimum of 45 000 
people attended on each day of the airshow. To 
most of the displays and when the pilot performed 
a flypast or taxied past the crowd, the crowd 
enthusiastically applaud.

 

Wake up Cape Town 

 

View of the capacity crowd 

 

Magnus Ollson 

 

Star of the show 

 

 Oryx is an exceptional machine and the honour to 
display this helicopter at AAD 2006 went to the 
Ysterplaat based, 22 Sqdn. The Sqdn with an 
illustrious history of naval and inland operations 
presented a helicopter show of note with the use of 
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Another South African thoroughbred, the Mirage F1 AZ no 233 was displayed by Ivan Pentz on behalf of Aerosud. 
This aircraft was used in the Citroen C3 commercial and painted in a special blue and yellow colour scheme. It is 
currently used by Aerosud for system testing. Aerosud and the Paramount Group announced they entered into a 
partnership and acquired all the ex-SAAF Mirage F1s, including all spares and support equipment to maintain and 
support the aircraft. Recently some of the ex-SAAF Mirage F1s were bought by Gabon. 

 
Oryx 

three Oryx helicopters. Flying as lead was Gees 
Basson with Francois Benade as no 2 and Russel 
Bartlet as no 3. Almost every aspect the Oryx is 
employed by our Air Force was showcased by this 
unique chopper sequence ranging from troop fast 
repelling, troop extraction to fire fighting and even 
combat support with cargo slinging of the Gecko – 
a highly mobile vehicle used by the parachute 
brigade and Special Forces. The sequence was 
opened by the “Goshawk” formation which was 
pioneered by 22 Sqdn. In all a well executed and 
thought out display which proved great 
entertainment to the crowd.
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Certainly one of the highlights at most airshows during the 2006 was the immaculate Cheetah C display by Smiley de 
Villiers. At Ysterplaat this was again the case with the coastal air resulting in spectacular vapour trails which also 
illustrated the working of the dog tooth on the wing root to the more technically inclined. 2 Sqdn also demonstrated 
their popular 2 versus 1 mock combat routine. During the final single seater display the Chief of the Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Carlo Gagiano addressed the crowds with interesting commentary on the SAAF’s fighter pilot line. This was very 
informative and very popular with the crowd. 

Following their attendance at Fighter Meet 2005, the Zimbabwean Air Force displayed their Chinese build K8s at 
Ysterplaat in a very polished display. Displaying pilots call signs were “Oxide” and “Black Mamba”. ATE continued their 
display with by the Super Hind Mk3B with pyrotechnics and deploying troops. Piloted by Trevor Ralston this was one 
of the most popular displays according to the attending crowd. During the display, a representative from ATE 
addressed the crowd.  

ThunderCity Lightnings:  

AAD2006 was attended by a number of foreign visitors who took advantage of the recent slip of the Rand against the 
Pound, Dollar and Euro. Most attended to see the English thoroughbreds based at ThunderCity in Cape Town. All the 
types based here are the last remaining flying examples. The Buccaneer was demonstrated by Mike BeachyHead (CEO 
of ThunderCity) and Gerald Todd. The Hunter with its famous “blue note” was demonstrated by Ian Pringle. In the all 
yellow colour scheme the display was sponsored by Shell Aviation fuels. But it was the display by four Lightnings 
which certainly served as the highlight for the foreign visitors. The statement by ThunderCity that four of these 
aircraft will be displayed simultaneously at AAD2006 is no mean feat. Yet it was the fruits of ten years of very hard 
work and sheer determination by the dedicated team from ThunderCity to realise a dream. The Lightning is seen as a 
sheer British aeronautical marvel of brute interception force during the Cold War era. Retired in late 1988, 
ThunderCity presented a historic occasion which is impossible to recreate anywhere as all four airworthy Lightnings 
can be found at ThunderCity in Cape Town. Flying lead was Mike BeachyHead in the Lighning F6, ZU-BEX (XR773), at 
no 2 was Dave Stock (ex-SAAF test pilot) in the T5, ZU-BBD (XS-452), at no3 was in the F6, ZU-BEY (XP693) was Keith 
Hartley (ex-Eurofighter test pilot) and in no 4 in the T5, ZU-BEX (XS451) was Ian Black (Captain with Virgin Atlantic). 
In the diamond four formation a number of manoeuvres were completed which ended in the magnificent bomb burst 
with full reheat (as the British call lighting the burner). This was followed by the solo display by Mike BeachyHead 
which saw the burner lighting up ever so often. It was also the public debut of ZU-BEY (XP639), a F6 which recently 
made it first flight since retirement, on 9 August 2006 piloted by Keith Hartley. This aircraft is unique as the oldest 
Lightning but has only 1100 hours on the airframe. It first flew in June 1962 and was retained by English Electric as a 
development airframe. Since 1999 ThunderCity has completed more than 1500 hours with the Lightnings. However on 
the Saturday, Dave Stock flew lead in the formation of the remaining three Lightnings which performed a very moving 
missing man formation in honour of Martin van Straaten who had lost his life the day before in an incident of the coast 
of Milnerton.  

 

Cheetah D no 861 

 

Cheetah C dogtooth in action 

 

Unique display 

 

Solo display - Mike BeachyHead 
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Diamond 4 formation 

REHEAT 
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In sharp contrast was the other major draw card for the foreign visitors and indeed devoted South African aviation 
enthusiasts in the form of the Shackleton Mk3. This only airworthy example is known as the “grant old lady of the 
sky”. This aircraft is synonym with Cape Town and since it retirement has never been entirely replaced in all its 
functions it performed while in active service, with the SAAF. During the display, Hartog(Horrace) Block addressed the 
crowds with very interesting commentary - only pausing when the aircraft was in close proximity to the crowd due to 
the roar of the Rolls Royce Griffon engines. But it was in all probability the last time she displayed at an airshow as 
there are only 16 surviving aircrew members in South Africa. A big blow was when Ben Kriegler passed away at the 
beginning of the year. The displays on both days were dedicated to the memory of Ben Kriegler. The crew that 
displayed 1722 at AAD 2006 were: 

  

     
Demonstrating the TurboDak which is mainly based at 35 Sqdn in Cape Town was Paul Prinsloo. During the Sunday 
various TP-Daks assisted with the ferrying freight back to Gauteng as the show effective closed on the Sunday 
evening. Also assisting with the freight was the CASA 235 and 212 from the SAAF’s Transport Command. The TP-Dak 
originated from the venerable Dakota and on behalf of the SAAF Museum, Andre Steenkamp displayed to only 
airworthy example from the SAAF Museum.  

Pilot 1: Lt Col Thys du Toit 

Pilot 2: 2 Lt Col Peter Dagg 

Navigator 1: Lt Col Cassie de Castro 

Navigator 2:  Capt Mark Gomez 

Engineer: WO1 Buks Bronkhorst 

Beam/Radio Operator: WOII Lionel Ashbury 

WO1 Pottie Potgieter 

 

Perhaps for the very last time 

 

 16 Sqdn from Bloemfontein displayed Rooivalk no 680 
and as far as could be established this was the first time 
this chopper was seen at an airshow. Piloted by Steve 
Lodge (with experience on the AH1, Lynx Mk5, Gazelle 
and Apache), and Marius Smith as his Weapon System 
Officer. This is the same crew that stunned the crowd at 
the Tempe airshow earlier in the year with the barrel roll 
and the smallest footprint of aerial displays by any attack 
helicopter in its class. The display included the use of 
pyrotechnics.

The broadcast team of Capital Sounds: 

 

Outside broadcast sponsored by BAE Systems 

 

 No C130s featured at AAD2006 due to SAAF operational 
requirements. It did however cart the Capital Sounds 
outside broadcast equipment of more than 3 ton from 
Welkom to Ysterplaat. Interestingly, on the return trip, 
Brian Emmenis’s principle vehicle, the Mercedes utility van
completed its 50th transport hour in the air! The team 
travels the world to provide broadcast facilities not only in 
South Africa but also in the United Kingdom and in the 
UAE. Most of the Capital Sounds outside broadcast 
facilities are sponsored by BAE Systems.  On Wednesday 
afternoon Brian realised the media had no dedicated area 
and after liaising with members of the media assured 
them he will look into the matter. True to his word 
arriving early the next morning an area was cordoned off 
with a stand for the photographers and adjacent separate 
toilet facilities. This set the stage for the media to 
concentrate on the task at hand. Throughout the week 
Brian Emmenis used various experts in their field for 
additional commentary during the broadcast. There were 
also roving commentary provided by Andrew Blake who 

Page 1 of 2IPMS South Africa - Report: AAD2006: Page 10

2007/04/25http://newsite.ipmssa.za.org/content/view/242/27/1/9/



  

Following the first public debut of the BAE Systems Hawk at the launch of the IMAX movie “Fighter Pilot” earlier in the 
year, 85 CFS displayed the Hawk Mk120 LIFT for the first time to the public at an airshow by an all South African crew. 
Piloted by Jannie Scott and Peter Chaplyn the crew displayed the aircraft in an extended display which featured a 
variety of manoeuvres which presented some exceptional photo opportunities to the photographers. 

Andrew Blake 

visited various exhibits throughout AAD2006. Capital 
Sounds also broadcasted the show on what they call 
“Hawk Fm” and anyone with a FM radio close at hand 
could follow the show despite not being within distance of 
one of the broadcast speakers.

 

Roving commentary 

 

Media stand 
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As for an airshow routine of the Bk117 by a SAAF pilot, one particular pilot stands out – Wayne Sharpe from 15 Sqdn 
B Flight based at Port Elizabeth notorious for the prevailing wind. Adam Butch-Lofsky as pilot and Petrus 
Oosthuizen as his flight engineer demonstrated the venerable Alouette III to the attendees at AAD2006. Despite the 
type’s retirement during 2006, three remain at Ysterplaat for naval duties until the AugustaWestland Super Lynx 
arrival in 2007. The SAAF’s latest helicopter type the A109 LUH SAAF from the same company started to arrive at 
Sqdn level during 2006. 17 Sqdn demonstrated the A109 and was flown by Maj Chris Berlyn and Sqgt Maj Johan 
Smith. It was Chris Berlyn’s first airshow and was also the first time this type was displayed by an all SAAF crew at 
an airshow. 

  

 One of the most popular displays was the display by an 
Airbus A340 from SAA – the national carrier from South 
Africa. The near touch and go followed by the spiral 
power climb to height received an enthusiastic applause 
by the crowd. Piloted by Dennis Spence, Johnny Woods 
and assisted by Scully Levin and Stu Liftgow the display 
sequence was simply mind boggling for such a large 
aircraft.

 

Airbus A340 Impressive sequence 

 

Silver Falcons 

 The sequence of displays was slightly different on the 
Sunday as many of the SAAF aircraft participated in the 
Heritage Day celebrations in Cape Town. This was 
performed for the President of South Africa while 
attending the Heritage Day proceedings at City Hall. One 
of the formations was performed by the Silver Falcons and 
upon arrival at Ysterplaat performed a special formation in 
honour of Martin van Straaten. But the routines flown by 
Team 64 with Maj Alex van Oostveen (who celebrated his 
birthday on the Saturday) were of a very high standard 
and very polished. Most days the team closed the flying 
routines of AAD06. In the failing light the line abreast fly 
past with the subsequent peel-off to the left while trailing 
smoke in the failing light were simply world class and 
beautiful to watch. A great honour for the team was the 
CAF accompanying the team as a VIP for a scenic flight 
around the peninsula earlier in the week.      

ZuTEE is very popular on the airshow circuit in 
South Africa and Pierre Gouws took the aircraft to 
AAD06 for a week of superb aerobatics. This all 
brilliant black L39 proved an instant hit with the 
attending public – mainly due to the humouristic 
commentary (especially the famous “Black 
Note!”),  Pierre Gouws provided during his display. 
But as Pierre funded the displays out of his own 
pocket due to a lack of current sponsorship, the 
money ran out on Saturday afternoon. He was 
therefore forced to cancel ZuTEE for the Sunday. 
But aviation touch people from all walks of life and 
to dedicated enthusiasts like Karel Oberholzer from 
ABCO Engineering in Springbok in the Northern 
Cape, this was simply unacceptable. He 
subsequently walked up to Pierre Gouws and said 
“…fill the tanks; I will fund the displays of ZuTEE 
for Sunday…” For ZuTEE the show went on and in 
return Pierre Gouws arranged VIP access for Karel 
Oberholzer to the VIP tent area. With the days 
flying complete and while taxing to the static area, 
ZuTee paused for several moments in front of the 
VIP area, where Pierre Gouws as a true gentlemen,
saluted his sponsor, before moving on to the static 
area.  

 

ZU-TEE 

 Some highlights of AAD 2006 were listed in this 
report, but it would be impossible to cover all 
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Opening photo: H.Burger, photo manipulation: A. Dyason

All photos: A. Dyason, C. Hugo, F.Hugo, E. Kotze’, H. Burger & J. van Zyl.

Additional photos: S. Bouwer, Embraer, ATE, DENEL, BAE Systems, ThunderCity.

  

Gallery opens in new window. 

aspects of the show. The show did prove the 
existence of aerospace and defence opportunities 
not only on the African continent but worldwide 
and the capability of the industry to address any 
situation with modern technology in a cost 
effective package. The next AAD is scheduled for 
2008 but exact details were not announced in an 
official statement by the organisers.

Even a partial solar eclipse on the Friday 
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